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DANANG, THURSDAY: Four hundred delegates representing 50 countries are attending the World
Conference on Drowning Prevention to share key research and a build a global platform to reduce
drowning. The conference has a specific focus on the child drowning epidemic in Asia where
approximately 300,000 children drown every year.
Royal Life Saving Society – Australia, organisers of the conference, has been making significant
inroads into drowning prevention in the region and creating valuable partnerships across Asia.
“Australians have a great affinity, knowledge and skills that make drowning prevention second
nature to most,” said Justin Scarr, Chief Operating Officer of Royal Life Saving Society – Australia and
convener of the World Conference on Drowning Prevention.
“Swimming and water safety education, the science of placing barriers to water and the need for
supervision, while commonplace in Australia, are not in many communities across Asia. By working
with our partners across the region we are having a direct impact on communities with high rates of
drowning,” he said.
Key research presented at the conference has shown the effectiveness of simple solutions like
creating safe environments, educating families and teaching children to swim. The need to scale up
these interventions and continually raise awareness to the issue of child drowning is imperative to
the success of the conference.
“The true impact of the World Conference on Drowning Prevention will be measured in the action
that follows. There is an urgent need for global, regional and community action to eliminate the
epidemic of drowning. Australians are known to punch well above their weight, and our hope is that
this event, delivered with Australian government support will trigger other governments, NGOs and
donors to join us in taking steps to reduce drowning,” Mr Scarr said.
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